
DEFINITION: This is the criminal taking of any cargo including, but not limited to, goods, chattels, money, or baggage that constitutes, in whole or in part, a  COMMERCIAL shipment of 
freight moving in commerce, from any pipeline system, railroad car, motor truck, or other vehicle, or from any tank or storage facility, station house, platform, or depot, or from any 

vessel or wharf, or from any aircraft, air terminal, airport, aircraft terminal or air freight station, warehouse, freight distribution facility, or freight consolidation facility

Is the shipment a 
commercial shipment 
or wholesale cargo?
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REPORTING CARGO THEFT FOR NIBRS

Start Point
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Was Cargo Stolen 
while Enroute?
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YES

NOT a Cargo 
Theft

Was Cargo stolen 
before being 

accepted by the 
recipient? 

(Bill of Lading 
signed, etc.)

4

NOT a Cargo 
Theft

* ​Packages stolen from car / motorcycle
* ​Construction company equipment moving from
 ​  point A to B.
* ​Home delivery (e.g. Instacart, Uber delivery etc) items
* ​Hauled Car from a trailer truck

The following scenarios are NOT Cargo Theft
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Typically cargo thefts do not occur with 
the only victim being listed as an 
individual. Any incidents submitted with 
only individual victims of cargo theft will 
need to be reviewed and verified further.

A company or commercial entity is usually
involved and should be included.

NOTE:
Packages stolen from delivery truck via 
FedEx, USPS, UPS, Amazon, etc. is NOT 
automatically a cargo theft
For the item to be considered Cargo, it must
be part of a commercial shipment and must
be in the supply chain (wholesale)
i.e. substantial items in big trucks with 
trailers or shipping container trucks with 
trailers or shipping containers
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